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Friends of Chiltern-Mt Pilot National Park, Inc. 
 

Annual Report: 2013-2014 
 
The irregular rainfall pattern over the year has seen periods of prolonged dryness 
interspersed with very wet ones.  Twice during the year Friends’ regular days were 
cancelled due to inclement weather and were re-scheduled to other days.  There 
were also several other well attended working days that enabled the group to keep 
on top of the list of tasks to be done. 
 

Friends’ activities during the year included: 

 Bartley’s Block commemorative plaque 
 
With the assistance of a grant of $750 from the Indigo Shire, Friends arranged 
and funded the erection of a plaque at Bartley’s Block to commemorate the 
human history at the site.  The plaque was unveiled by Pat Cavanagh who is a 
great great grand-daughter of Benjamin Bartley and who can remember visiting 
the house when she was a child.  Many descendants of the Bartley family 
attended the ceremony. 

 
 

 Committee for 2013-14 
 
At the Friends’ 2013 AGM, held in September, the following were elected to the 
committee: Eileen Collins (President), Jenny Davidson (Vice President), Neville 
Bartlett (Secretary/Public Officer), Peter Gotham (Treasurer), Moya Smith, June 
Gotham, Phillip Seely, Mick Webster, Joseph Birckhead, John Hawker and 
Richard Jerome.  

 Presentation by Martin O’Brien 
 

The Friends’ AGM was treated to a very interesting and informative presentation 
by Martin O’Brien about his involvement with the Friends of French Island 
National Park in Westernport Bay, east of Melbourne. 
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 2013 release of captive-bred Regent Honeyeaters 
 

Regent Honeyeater tracking continued after the 2013 release of captive-bred 
birds and many members have been active in assisting with the follow-up 
search for released and wild birds. It was great to hear that birds from the 
previous release in 2010 have also returned and that there was at least one 
successful nest involving captive-bred birds.  The prognosis for the species in 
Victoria is tenuous but a few birds still visit the park each year so we remain 
hopeful that the population can stabilize so that we can continue to enjoy the 
presence of these lovely birds. 

 Rutherglen Natural Features Reserve project 
 
The Friends’ group was successful in gaining a grant of $10,000 from the 
“Communities For Nature Grants” administered by the Department of 
Environment and Primary Industry (DEPI) for work to clean-up and enhance the 
33 hectare Rutherglen Natural Features Reserve.  This reserve is several 
kilometres North West of the National Park and has much important flora and 
fauna that complements that in the main Park.  The work has involved cleaning 
the debris left near an old mine site and the planting of understorey at the 
Southern end of the reserve.  There will be an ongoing effort to remove the 
olives and thistles that abound in the reserve.  Members have also conducted 
surveys and maintained mammal nest boxes at the reserve.  

 Planting the area around Frogs Hollow 
 
After Parks Victoria closed off the old picnic area at Frogs Hollow, Friends have 
planted over 230 shrubs and other plants to fill in the gaps that had been left. 

 Participation in regular bird counts 
 
Regular counts of Regent Honeyeaters and Swift Parrots are conducted twice a 
year as part of national surveys. 
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 Clean-up Australia day 2014 
 
Friends participated in this day by cleaning up rubbish along Howlong Road 
near Bartley’s Block. 

 

 Weed removal  
 
Removal of various weeds from the Park is a constant part of Friends’ activities 
each year. This year work has focused on Cootamundra Wattles throughout the 
park and many have been dispatched by Mick Webster. 

 
 

 Web-site enhancement 
 
One of the major projects for the web-site is the creation of a flora list for the 
whole Park to replace the 1994 Box-Ironbark booklet.  The new list contains 
over 800 species and combines the existing Chiltern list and a Parks Victoria list 
for the Mt. Pilot section.  Our aim is to photograph all species and provide a set 
of photos showing the life history of each one.  Neil Blair is undertaking the 
photography and Eileen Collins is updating the web-site.  

 Maintenance of the area around the bird hide at the south-western end of Valley 
No 2 Dam 
 

The Friends’ group has continued to maintain the plantings around the bird hide 
and new plants have been planted to supplement the ones thriving there 
already. 



Page 4 of 4 
 

 Checking of mammal nest boxes 
 

This is an ongoing activity that can be readily undertaken when other activities 
are impractical.  Boxes with occupants are often encountered and it is a delight 
to see many of the boxes being used by Squirrel Gliders, Sugar Gliders and 
Tuans.  There have been several encounters with Tuans in nest boxes 
especially at the Rutherglen Natural Features Reserve. 

 2014 Calendars 
 
A calendar featuring many photographs taken around the Park was prepared by 
Neville Bartlett and printed.  The sale of 175 calendars contributed substantial 
funds (over $2,000) to the group.  Thank you to the photographers: Eileen 
Collins, Joseph Birckhead, Dean Ingwersen, Neil Blair, John McDonald, David 
Woolcock, Mick Webster, Glen Johnson, Tony Bates and Neville Bartlett. 

 Activities for 2014-15 
 
Work will continue with the Rutherglen Natural Features Reserve project.  
Removal of weeds and mammal nest box monitoring will continue as usual in 
the Park.  Friends will no doubt be involved in the proposed release of captive-
bred Regent Honeyeaters in 2015. 

 
We greatly appreciate the support provided by Parks Victoria rangers Brian Pritchard, 
John McDonald and Kris Hermans.  Friends would like to thank Tony Marsh for 
managing the group’s web-site as well as the support of Matt and Emma at the Post 
Office and others in Chiltern who have sold calendars on behalf of Friends. 
 
 
 
Neville R. Bartlett 
Secretary 
4th September 2014 


