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Friends of Chiltern-Mt Pilot National Park 
 

Annual Report: 2009-2010 
 
The last year was one where we hoped for better rainfall after several years of drought.  In 2009 
the eucalypts decided to have a break from flowering so most of the nectar-feeding birds were 
elsewhere.  All of the dams in the park were at rather low levels and it was sad to see Cyanide 
Dam still empty with vegetation flourishing where once there was water.  It was hoped that 2010 
would mark a change in conditions.  Much better rainfall in 2010 has resulted in a good year for 
eucalypt flowering that has resulted in wild Regent Honeyeaters returning to the park once again. 
 
Friends’ activities during the year included: 

• Maintenance of the Tuan Campground 
 
Removal of weeds and the addition of mulch in the enclosures at the Tuan Campground site 
has produced excellent results with much vegetation now flourishing.  This has greatly 
enhanced the aesthetics of the site with interesting plants covering what was previously a 
bare piece of ground. 

• Tree planting at Valley No 2 Dam 
 
The pepper trees at Valley No 2 Dam have been removed by Parks Victoria and more trees 
and shrubs have been planted to replace ones that did not survive from earlier plantings. 

• Placement of signs on the Tuan Walking Track 
 
A walk starting at the Tuan Campground now loops through the park and is supported by a 
leaflet that points out some of the key features that can be enjoyed as one walks around the 
loop. 
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• Checking, replacement and maintenance of mammal nest boxes 
 
This is an ongoing activity that can be readily undertaken when other activities are impractical.  
Boxes with occupants are left undisturbed and it is a delight to see many of the boxes being 
used by Squirrel Gliders, Sugar Gliders and to find signs of the occasional Tuan.  

 

 
 

• An orchid excursion and presentation from Gary Backhouse 
 
This day was a treat for everyone interested in orchids and included a presentation featuring a 
description of what characteristics define orchids and included many images of orchids from 
around the world. 

• Assistance with the establishment of a new bird hide at the South-Western end of Valley No 2 
Dam 
 
The Friends’ group has been given a grant of $5,000 by Parks Victoria to commemorate 25 
years of there being a group associated with the park.  Friends put forward a proposal to 
establish a bird hide at Valley No 2 Dam and this was approved by Parks Victoria.  The 
ensuing project, costing over $7,000, was enthusiastically supported by the Rangers, other 
Parks Victoria staff and Friends to produce an impressive result that will be opened on 11th 
September 2010.  Friends have assisted with establishment of a picnic table, planting of 
shrubs and trees and the erection of screening near the hide.  Trees and shrubs were 
donated by the Sandy Creek Trees Pty. Ltd. 
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• Support for the monitoring of the 2010 release of captive-bred Regent Honeyeaters 
 
Forty four captive-bred Regent Honeyeaters were released in early May 2010 and many 
Friends have been active in assisting with the ongoing monitoring of released and wild birds.  
Although the released birds seem to be thriving in the park, the prospects for Regent 
Honeyeaters in Victoria are somewhat bleak as there have been no sightings of birds from the 
2008 release plus the fact that successful breeding of this species has not been observed for 
quite some time.  The latest breeding record was in East Gippsland in January 2010. 
 

 
 

 
 

• Participation in the regular bird counts 
 
Regular counts of Regent Honeyeaters and Swift Parrots are conducted twice a year as part 
of national surveys. 

• Members have conducted surveys and maintained mammal nest boxes at the Rutherglen 
Nature Conservation Reserve that is situated to the North West of the park. 

• Assistance has been provided to tour groups by members acting as guides. 

 
Calendars displaying images taken in the park and a DVD featuring birds of North-East Victoria 
have been sold by the group to help promote appreciation of flora and fauna associated with the 
park. 
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Membership has increased and we are very appreciative of the many generous donations received 
during the year. 
 
We greatly appreciate the support provided by Parks Victoria rangers Brian Pritchard and John 
McDonald.  Friends would also like to thank Tony Marsh for managing the group’s web-site as well 
as the support of Matt at the Post Office and others in Chiltern who have sold calendars and/or 
DVDs on behalf of Friends. 
 
 
Neville R. Bartlett 
Secretary 
3rd September 2010 


