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Friends of Chiltern-Mt Pilot National Park, Inc. 
 

Annual Report: 2011-2012 
 
After a couple of wetter years we are becoming re-accustomed to seeing water lying in 
pools and avoiding boggy ground.  The eucalypt flowering has been mixed with the 
ironbarks having an ‘off year’ but there has been plenty of flowering White Box that has 
attracted large flocks of Musk Lorikeets as well as some Swift Parrots, Purple-crowned 
Lorikeets along with the usual Little Lorikeets.  Scarlet Honeyeaters have been 
consistently sighted in the Park throughout the year but not everyone has been fortunate 
enough to see them. 
 

 

 

Parks Victoria have been busy during the year and installed new signs at the Valley No 
1 & 2 Dams as well as new bridges on the White Box Walk.  The new bridges have been 
thoroughly tested by heavy rains during the year.  A major reorganisation of the 
Honeyeater Picnic Area has improved the parking and visitor access. 
 

Friends’ activities during the year included: 

 Best Friend Award presented to Eileen Collins 
 
During 2011, Eileen Collins was nominated for a Best Friend Award by the 
Victorian Environment Friends Network.  The network has presented 50 such 
awards to members of Friends’ groups since the award inception in 1991.  Eileen’s 
successful nomination for the award was announced at the Friends Network 
conference in September 2011 over the same weekend as our own AGM so this 
created the opportunity for the award to be presented in Chiltern.  February was 
avoided because it was likely to be rather hot so arrangements were put in place 
for the presentation to take place at our Friends’ day on Saturday 3rd March 2012.  
The exceptional rainfall in the days leading up to the day encouraged us to hold the 
presentation in the senior citizens hall in Chiltern.  Michael Howes, Maelor Himbury 
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and Geoff Durham represented the Friends Network and about 40 people were at 
the gathering. 

 

After brief speeches by Michael Howes, Head Ranger Brian Pritchard and Martin 
O’Brien, Geoff Durham presented Eileen with her award certificate.  Brian 
described Eileen as a volunteer ranger because of her dedication and commitment 
to the park.  Geoff emphasized that the award is very special because it is 
recognition by Eileen’s peers of her outstanding contribution on a very broad range 
of activities over more than 25 years. 
 
In her response, Eileen reflected on some of the major events that had concerned 
the Friends group over the years and mentioned several people who had made 
substantial contributions to the group.  These included Scott Jessup, Barry Trail 
and Susan Duncan, as well as Tony Marsh.  Finally, Eileen thanked her husband 
Roy for his encouragement and support. 
 
The presentation was followed by lunch and a quick visit to the park for the visitors 
from Melbourne who were keen to see a Tuan that had been found during the 
morning taking refuge in one of our mammal nest boxes. 

 Presentation by Chris Tzaros. 
 

The Friends’ AGM was held in September and we were treated to a very interesting 
and informative presentation by Chris Tzaros about woodland birds, the continued 
habitat loss, efforts to make amends and the decline of some species.  The 
seasonal variations in the distribution of birds such as the Swift Parrot and Regent 
Honeyeater were illustrated with maps derived from many years of extensive data 
collection. These high nectar seeking birds concentrate each year where the 
flowering is abundant. All records of woodland birds are very important and Chris 
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urged us to report all sightings of threatened birds along with a list of other species 
associated with them. 

 Maintenance of the Tuan Campground 
 

Removal of weeds and the addition of mulch in the enclosures at the Tuan 
Campground site has produced excellent results with much vegetation now 
flourishing.  The two photographs below show the site at the beginning versus how 
it looks at present. 

 
 

 Removal of various weeds from the Park is a constant part of Friends’ activities 
each year. This year work has focused on Cootamundra Wattles on and near 
Magenta Road. 

 
 

 Checking of mammal nest boxes 
 

This is an ongoing activity that can be readily undertaken when other activities are 
impractical.  Boxes with occupants are often encountered and it is a delight to see 
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many of the boxes being used by Squirrel Gliders, Sugar Gliders and Tuans.  This 
year has been notable for several encounters with Tuans in nest boxes. 
 

 
 

 Maintenance of the area around the bird hide at the south-western end of Valley No 
2 Dam 
 

The Friends’ group has started clearing a track from the bird hide towards the 
parking area.  Some work remains to complete the section at the northern end. 

 
 

 Follow-up from the 2010 release of captive-bred Regent Honeyeaters 
 

Forty four captive-bred Regent Honeyeaters were released in early May 2010 and 
many Friends have been active in assisting with the follow-up search for released 
and wild birds. The highlight for the year was the first recorded successful breeding 
near the Park by a pair of Regent Honeyeaters involving one of the captive-bred 
birds with a wild bird. 
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 Participation in regular bird counts 
 
Regular counts of Regent Honeyeaters and Swift Parrots are conducted twice a 
year as part of national surveys.  This year has seen a brief visit by three Regent 
Honeyeaters for several weeks and many Swift Parrots have been in the Park for 
the whole winter season. 

 2012 Calendars 
 
A calendar featuring many photographs taken around the Park was prepared and 
printed.  The sale of 90 calendars contributed funds to Friends.  Thank you to the 
photographers: Eileen Collins, John McDonald, Joseph Birckhead and Neville 
Bartlett. 

 Development of a bird brochure for the park. 
 
A new bird brochure is being prepared using grants of $2,500 from Parks Victoria, 
$1,000 from Indigo Shire and $200 from one of our members.  The brochure will be 
similar to the DSE brochure for woodland birds of North East Victoria and is 
expected to be available by early November. 

 Re-development of the Friends’ web-site. 
 
Friends have approved a project to upgrade the Friends’ web-site.  This work is 
expected to be complete by early 2013. 

 Members have conducted surveys and maintained mammal nest boxes at the 
Rutherglen Nature Conservation Reserve that is situated to the north west of the 
park. 

 
 
We greatly appreciate the support provided by Parks Victoria rangers Brian Pritchard 
and John McDonald. 
 
Friends would like to thank Tony Marsh for managing the group’s web-site as well as the 
support of Matt at the Post Office and others in Chiltern who have sold calendars and/or 
DVDs on behalf of Friends. 
 
 
Neville R. Bartlett 
Secretary 
31st August 2012 


