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Friends of Chiltern-Mt Pilot National Park 
 

Annual Report: 2010-2011 
 
Higher rainfall over the eighteen months has dramatically changed conditions in the 
Park. Dams are at high levels and wet areas are wet once again.  The Park is bouncing 
back from several years of very dry conditions. 
 
Friends’ activities during the year included: 

 Maintenance of the Tuan Campground 
 
Removal of weeds and the addition of mulch in the enclosures at the Tuan 
Campground site has produced excellent results with much vegetation now 
flourishing. This has greatly enhanced the aesthetics of the site with interesting 
plants covering what was previously a bare piece of ground. The recent rains have 
encouraged vigorous growth of all plants including weeds. 

 
 

 Presentation by Mark Carey 
 
The Friends’ AGM was held in September and we were treated by a very 
interesting presentation by Mark Carey. Mark has been studying Short-tailed 
Shearwaters as part of his Ph. D. and his talk covered many aspects of the life of 
these birds as viewed from an island in Bass Strait. 

 Removal of various weeds from the Park is a constant part of Friends’ activities 
each year. This year work has focused on olives in the Mt. Pleasant Road area, Mt. 
Morgan wattles on the Chiltern-Beechworth Road as well as cactus and genista 
removal near Howlong Road. 
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 Checking, replacement and maintenance of mammal nest boxes 
 
This is an ongoing activity that can be readily undertaken when other activities are 
impractical.  Boxes with occupants are left undisturbed and it is a delight to see 
many of the boxes being used by Squirrel Gliders, Sugar Gliders and to 
occasionally find signs of Tuans. 

 

 Opening of a new bird hide at the South-Western end of Valley No 2 Dam 
 
The Friends’ group was given a grant of $5,000 by Parks Victoria to commemorate 
25 years of there being a group associated with the park. During 2010 a bird hide, 
costing over $7,000, was constructed at the South-Western end of the Valley No 2 
Dam. After a couple of postponements due to wet weather, the hide was opened 
on 20th November 2010 by Tony Marsh who was one of the people who helped to 
form the original Friends Group in May 1984. A large gathering of people 
celebrated the occasion with a BBQ provided by the Parks Victoria rangers. 

 

 Support for the monitoring of the 2010 release of captive-bred Regent Honeyeaters 
 

Photo by 
Alan Gibb 
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Forty four captive-bred Regent Honeyeaters were released in early May 2010 and 
many Friends have been active in assisting with the ongoing monitoring of released 
and wild birds. The 2010 release was very successful with a high proportion of the 
birds being monitored well after the radio tracking finished. In April 2011 a number 
of birds from the 2010 release returned to the Park along with a few wild birds.  
Many attempts were made by the Regents to establish nests but sadly none have 
been successful. 

 

 Participation in the regular bird counts 
 
Regular counts of Regent Honeyeaters and Swift Parrots are conducted twice a 
year as part of national surveys. 

 Visit by the Regional Director of Parks Victoria 
 
Kate Millar, our regional director for Parks Victoria, visited us for the December 
2010 gathering and met with members in a very relaxed setting. Members have 
conducted surveys and maintained mammal nest boxes at the Rutherglen Nature 
Conservation Reserve that is situated to the North West of the park 

 2011 Calendars 
 
A calendar featuring many photographs taken around the Park was prepared and 
printed.  The sale of 90 calendars contributed funds to Friends.  Thank you to 
photographers: Eileen Collins, Phillip Seely, Dean Ingwersen, Joseph Birckhead 
and Neville Bartlett. 

 Members have conducted surveys and maintained mammal nest boxes at the 
Rutherglen Nature Conservation Reserve that is situated to the North West of the 
park.  The discovery of a Tuan in one box was the highlight of one visit. 
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 Wahgunyah Fair 
 
Several members manned a stall at the Wahgungah Fair and publicised the Park 
and its attractions. 

 
A DVD featuring birds of North-East Victoria, prepared by Matt Weeks, have been sold 
by the group to help promote appreciation of flora and fauna associated with the park. 
 
Membership has increased once again and we are appreciative of the many generous 
donations received during the year. 
 
We greatly appreciate the support provided by Parks Victoria rangers Brian Pritchard 
and John McDonald. 
 
Friends would like to thank Tony Marsh for managing the group’s web-site as well as the 
support of Matt at the Post Office and others in Chiltern who have sold calendars and/or 
DVDs on behalf of Friends. 
 
 
Neville R. Bartlett 
Secretary 
2nd September 2011 


